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Section 1. Succession to Act as the Sec-
retary of Defense. (a) In the event of the
death, permanent disability, or resignation of
the Secretary of Defense, the incumbents
holding the Department of Defense positions
designated below, in the order indicated,
shall act for and exercise the powers of the
Secretary of Defense as Acting Secretary of
Defense:

(1) Deputy Secretary of Defense.
(2) Secretary of the Army.
(3) Secretary of the Navy.
(4) Secretary of the Air Force.
(5) Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-

sition and Technology.
(6) Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.
(7) Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-

troller).
(8) Under Secretary of Defense for Per-

sonnel and Readiness.
(9) Deputy Under Secretary of Defense

for Acquisition and Technology.
(10) Deputy Under Secretary of Defense

for Policy.
(11) Director of Defense Research and

Engineering.
(12) The Assistant Secretaries of Defense,

the Director of Operational Test and Evalua-
tion, and the General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Defense, in the order fixed by their
length of service as permanent appointees in
such positions.

(13) Under Secretaries of the Army, the
Navy, and the Air Force, in the order fixed
by their length of service as permanent ap-
pointees in such positions.

(14) Assistant Secretaries of the Army, the
Navy, and the Air Force whose appointments
are vested in the President, and General
Counsels of the Army, the Navy, and the Air
Force, in the order fixed by their length of
service as permanent appointees in such po-
sitions.

(b) In the event of the temporary absence
or temporary disability of the Secretary of
Defense, the incumbents holding the De-
partment of Defense positions designated in
paragraph (a) of this section, in the order in-
dicated, shall act for and exercise the powers
of the Secretary of Defense as Acting Sec-
retary of Defense.

(1) In these instances, the designation of
an Acting Secretary of Defense applies only

for the duration of the Secretary’s absence
or disability, and does not affect the authority
of the Secretary to resume the powers of his
office upon his return.

(2) In the event that the Secretary of De-
fense is temporarily absent from his position,
the Secretary may continue to exercise the
powers and fulfill the duties of this office
during his absence, notwithstanding the pro-
visions of this order.

(c) Precedence among those officers des-
ignated in paragraphs (a)(12)–(14) of this sec-
tion who have the same appointment date
shall be determined by the Secretary of De-
fense at the time that such appointments are
made.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, an officer shall not act for
or exercise the powers of the Secretary of
Defense under this order if that officer
serves only in an acting capacity in the posi-
tion that would otherwise entitle him to do
so.

Sec. 2. Temporary Nature of Succession.
Succession to act for and exercise the powers
of the Secretary of Defense pursuant to this
order shall be on a temporary or interim basis
and shall not have the effect of vacating the
statutory appointment held by the successor.

Sec. 3. Revocation of Prior Executive
Order. Executive Order No. 12787 of De-
cember 31, 1991, is hereby revoked.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 24, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 25, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on April 26.

Statement on Signing the 13th
Continuing Resolution
April 24, 1996

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 175,
the Thirteenth Continuing Resolution for fis-
cal year 1996.

House Joint Resolution 175 provides for
a temporary extension of appropriations—
through April 25—for activities covered by
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the five fiscal year 1996 appropriations bills
that have not been enacted into law.

It is my hope that this very brief extension
will enable the Congress to complete accept-
able legislation to fund these activities for the
remainder of the fiscal year.

When the fiscal 1996 process is complete,
we should resume our efforts to achieve a
balanced budget. A balanced budget that is
consistent with our Nation’s values should be
our ultimate goal. I am determined to con-
tinue working toward that goal.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 24, 1996.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 175, approved April 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–131.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Savings Association Insurance Fund
Legislation
April 24, 1996

Dear lllll:
The Congress has before it a proposal from

the Administration that would restore the
Savings Association Insurance Fund to full
health and assure that interest payments on
the so-called FICO bonds continue uninter-
rupted. With the enactment of this legisla-
tion, we could all take pride in achieving a
resolution of the last remaining con-
sequences of the thrift industry’s problems
of the 1980’s. Moreover, we can do so with-
out imposing additional costs on American
taxpayers.

This necessary proposal will protect tax-
payers, who have already paid over $125 bil-
lion to assure that no insured depositor suf-
fered any loss as the result of these problems.
I believe this legislation has broad bipartisan
support, and I urge the Leadership to con-
sider immediate Congressional action.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Robert Dole, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; Richard K.
Armey, House majority leader; and Richard A.

Gephardt, House minority leader. This letter was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary but was not issued as a White House press
release.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda
and an Exchange With Reporters
April 25, 1996

The President. This is ‘‘Take Your Daugh-
ter To Work’’ Day. [Laughter]

Q. How about you?
The President. This is ‘‘Take Your Parents

To Work’’ Day. [Laughter] They all brought
you here. I’m glad you’re here. I think it’s
a wonderful thing. I think it’s terrific, and
I’m glad to see you all.

Good afternoon. The budget agreement
which is now being voted on by Congress
is good for the American people. It cuts bil-
lions of dollars in spending, cuts the deficit,
keeps us on the path to balancing the budget.
At the same time, the budget reflects our
values by preserving our commitments to
education, to the preservation of the environ-
ment, and to health care.

The budget continues to put 100,000 po-
lice on the street. It will enable us to enforce
antipollution laws. It gives me authority to
block provisions that would put at risk our
natural resources, our parks, and our envi-
ronment. It protects our efforts in education,
to shrink class size, to improve teaching
standards, to keep our children safe, and it
funds AmeriCorps, the national service pro-
gram.

Today we are showing that we can work
together to cut the budget and to honor our
values. But our work is not done. Now we
should summon this same bipartisan spirit,
and we should work together to finish the
job of balancing the Federal budget in 7
years.

The most important thing to happen today
is simply this: We have shown that we can
work together and that when we do we can
get results that are good for the American
people today and for our future. But when
the leadership of Congress insists on going
it alone, one party alone, we get gridlock,
stalemate, vetoes, Government shutdowns.

Today was a real victory for progress over
partisanship. Both the Republicans and the
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